
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am-12:00 pm  & 1:00 pm-4:00 pm
Address: 305 West Areba Avenue, Hershey PA 17033
Phone: (717) 533-7168    Fax: (717) 520-0526
Email: office@stjoanhershey.org
Website: www.stjoanhershey.org

Parish Office (717) 533-7168
Very Reverend Alfred P. Sceski, V.F., Pastor Ext. 102
Rev. Kevin Key, Parochial Vicar Ext. 104
Rev. Christopher Oranyeli, O.P., In Residence 
Rev. Moses Osei Atta, O.P.
Deacon Joseph Gusherowski
Deacon Paul Koester 
John Triscik, Youth Coordinator Ext. 128
Jerry Crawford, Parish Manager Ext. 107
Michelle Gutshall, Finance Manager Ext. 103
Michael Davis, Director of Music Ext. 109
Earl Tropp, Director of Religious Education Ext. 122
Colene Swartz, Parish Secretary  Ext. 100
Bridget Brickley, Office Administrator Ext. 112
Betty Roksandic, REP Secretary Ext. 124
REP Program  Ext. 306

School Office (717) 533-2854
Address: 1525 Sand Hill Road, Hummelstown, PA 17036
Sr. Eileen M. McGowan, D.M., Principal Ext. 118
Faris Beshara, Assistant Principal Ext. 124
Deb Rizzotto, Development Director Ext. 123

Hospital Emergencies (717) 857-5695
Convent (717) 533-2864

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil

5:00 pm
Sunday Mass

7:30 am
9:30 am (livestreamed)

11:30 am
5:00 pm 

Daily Mass
Monday - Friday

6:45 am & 9:00 am (livestreamed)
Saturday

9:00 am (livestreamed)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Wednesday                   Saturday

5:00-5:30 pm              4:00-4:45 pm

Parish Mission Statement
We, the Eucharistic Community of St. Joan of Arc Parish, by 
the grace of God and through our participation in His Word, 
the Church’s sacraments, and prayer, seek our eternal 
salvation.
We live out the doctrines and traditions of our Faith in 
communion with the holy, catholic, and apostolic Church, 
established by Our Lord Jesus Christ.
With courage, we follow the example of our patron saint and 
invoke her intercession as we strive to know God, love God, 
and serve God which moves us to actively promote and live 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the midst of our every day life.

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church
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As we begin this new year, a few updates for the 
parish: 

 Congratulations to Deacon 
Paul Koester who has been 
hired as the Business Manager 
at Bishop McDevitt High 
School.  Deacon Paul brings many years of 
financial management to his new position.  
Keep the deacon in your prayers as he begins 
this new endeavor. 

 Our Parish has entered into a      
relationship with the Catholic 
Leadership Institute (CLI),       
located in Malvern, Pennsylvania.  
CLI has proved successful 

throughout the country in revitalizing        
parishes by encouraging real discipleship 
among its members.  Saint Joan of Arc will 
take advantage of one of CLI resources, the 
Disciples’ Vitality Index, a wide-ranging   
survey of parishioners (both active and       
inactive) to help set goals for evangelizing 
and helping our parishioners here in Hershey 
to live out true discipleship.  More                  
information will be in the bulletin in the next 
couple of weeks and the survey (both online 
and paper) will be available beginning on Ash 
Wednesday.  I would like everyone to take 
the survey! 

 On January 27-28, we will have   
another Ministry Fair in the    
Social Hall after all Masses.  Is 
God calling you to get more   
involved with the parish through 
our many ministries and              
organizations?  Come and see all 
that we have to offer! 

Have a wonderful New Year! 

The best Catholic content.  
All in one place.  
 

Registration is free and easy!  
 

1. Go to formed.org/signup  
2. Enter your email address and create a           
password.  
3. Enjoy and share with others in our    
local community!  

Learn more at formed.org  

SENDING OUR CONDOLENCES 
Please pray for the souls of Suzanne Murray and 
Glenn Knackstedt who died recently. The parish  
community of St. Joan of Arc extends our deepest 
sympathy to their families and friends on their loss.  
Parishioner Milestones - Eternal Life 

PARISH PRAYER INTENTIONS 

The following parishioners or family members are ill. 
Please remember them, and all the sick of our parish in your 
prayers: Bernie Ryan, Sheila Curley, Ann Cavanaugh,      
Julie Fogarty,  Barb McCarthy, Elizabeth Sauthoff, Joe Zugay,             
Kathleen Weiss, Christine Brunn, Maggie & Dave Dull, 
Christopher Jordan, Fred Bender, Barbara Kayser and      
Mary Beth Sheehan. 

St. Vincent de Paul 
THANK YOU 

 

The members of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society of St. Joan of Arc would like to 
thank the parish community who so  
generously gave this Christmas to the 
2023 Giving Tree Program.  Your    
generous donations of gift cards,     
clothing and infant supplies benefit   
various Catholic Charities organizations, 

Hershey Food Bank clients, our twinning St. Vincent de 
Paul parish in Jamaica and the St. Joan of Arc conference 
of the St. Vincent de Paul Society that will allow us to help 
families in need during the coming year. 
 

Other organizations that received donations were Lourdes House 
(mothers and infants), Evergreen House (shelter for recovering 
addicts), Interfaith Shelter (homeless families), the Foster Child 
and Adoption Program and the Behavioral Health Foster      
Families, Catholic Charity Outpatient Counseling, Shalom House 
and Catholic Worker. 
 

May God bless you abundantly for your generosity. 
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MASS INTENTIONS &  
WEEKLY READINGS  

 
Monday, January 8:  
Baptism of the Lord  
Is  42:1 -4 ,  6 -7  or  Is  55:1 -11  or  Acts  10:34-38  or  1  
Jn 5:1 -9;  or  Is  12:2 -3 ,  4bcd,  5 -6  M k 1:7 -11   

   6:45 am  Christine Bixler  

   9:00 am  Vassar Cooper  
 

Tuesday, January 9:  

1 Sm 1:9 -20;  1 Sm 2:1 ,4 -7,  8abcd;  Mk 1:21 -28  

   6:45 am  For the intentions of Diane’s Birthday 

   9:00 am  Nathalie Brown  
  

Wednesday, January 10:  

1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Mk 1:29-39  

   6:45 am  Audrey Devine  

   9:00 am  Frank & Ottilie Daniels  
 

Thursday, January 11:  

1 Sm 4:1-11; Mk 1:40-45  

   6:45 am  JoAnn Gilkey  
   9:00 am  Charlotte Slonecker  
 

Friday, January 12:  

1 Sm 8:4 -7,  10 -22a;  Mk 2:1 -12  

   6:45 am  Thomas Ring  

   9:00 am  Joan Carenzo  
 

Saturday, January 13:  
Memorial of Saint Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of 
the Church  

1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1; Mk 2:13-17  
   9:00 am  Andrew Gaydos  

   5:00 pm  Mary Wendling  
 

Sunday, January 14:  
 
 
 
 
 
  
Through baptism we have been joined to the Lord who 
calls us to be his disciples. How well do we listen to his 
voice? How willing are we to do his will? 

1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42 

7:30 am  People of the Parish  

9:30 am  In Celebration of the 50th Wedding Anniversary 
of Jim & Amy Tobias  

  11:30 am  Christine Augustski  

5:00 pm  Rick Annibali  

YOUNG  AD ULT FAI TH  

Life Teen: Leading Teens Closer to Christ 
 

This Week: “Safe Environment”-Life Teen joins REP for a yearly 
training for middle school and high school students on how to 
recognize and report abuses they witness and endure.“ 
 

Next Week: “Love Sees”-Next week we begin our series on 
Catholic Social Teaching on what it means to encounter injustice 
and how to respond as a Catholic Christian. 
 

2024 Upcoming LIFE TEEN Schedule 
 

Jan 14    “Love Sees”-We begin our series on injustices in our 
world. 
Jan 21       “Toward the Broken”-We explore the complexity of 
the causes of injustice.   
Jan 28       “Carrying Hope”-We introduce the 7 principles 
of Catholic Social Teaching. 
Feb 4       “Living Proof”-What are some concrete steps to 
engage in activism for a social issue? 

Donations Always Appreciated: Donations of single-
serve: water, juice, soda, and snacks for our youth ministry 
gatherings are greatly appreciated and can be dropped off at 
the parish office. Thank you!  

YOUTH  NEW S  

Calling Young Adults between the ages of 21-39, married or 
single! We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month from 
7:00-8:15 pm in the Youth Room. Young Adults will gather next 
on January 10 as John speaks on the history and beauty of the 
Sign of the Cross. 
 John Triscik: jtriscik@stjoanhershey.org 

 (717) 533-7168 Ext.128 

EDGE (Middle School): Invite your friends for a 

fun night. We will meet next on January 17 and February 7 & 
21. All 6-8th  graders are welcome to join us on the 1st  and 3rd  

Wednesdays of the month in the Youth Room from 7-8:15 pm. 

VOCATI ONS  CORNE R  

                                     The Vocation Cross will be in the home of: 
                        Eugenie Gangl: Jan. 21-28  
            Marty & Martha Rupert: Jan. 28-Feb. 4 

Life Teen Band: If you enjoy the type of music at the 

5pm Sunday mass and can sing, Life Teen music ministry is seek-
ing a female vocalist. The band rehearses one night a week and 
you must at least be a freshman in high school.  
Interested or questions,   contact  Greg Rozman  at (717) 571-8066 or 
email  rozman@roz-man.com.  

Prayers for Vocation link:  
https://www.usccb.org/prayers/prayers-vocations  

“For out of you shall come forth a ruler  
who will shepherd My people.”  

Is Christ calling you forth out of your comfort zone to serve 
Him in others as a sister, brother, or priest?  

Talk to your priest or reach out to the Vocations Office at     
(717) 657-4804 or via email: vocations@hbgdiocese.org  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Grief Companion Support Group Coffee 
Peace, joy and new years’ blessings! Join us for fellowship, 
coffee and pastries on Saturday, January 20, in the Parish 
Office from 10-noon. All are welcome. No RSVP needed. 
For more information, call or text Christine Stickler at 
(717) 514-2560. 

 For help with an  
unplanned pregnancy:  

Morning Star Clinic 
(717) 901-2799                         

www.morningstarclinics.com 

 

For the Abortion Pill    
Reversal Network:  

1-877-558-0333  
www.reverseabortionpill.com 

 

For healing after an abortion: 
 Project Rachel,  
(717) 857-2282 

 prm@hbgdiocese.org 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays 
of the month from 1:00-3:00 pm in Room 314. Join us to 
knit or crochet prayer shawls and lap robes. No experience 
necessary! We are happy to teach beginners. Please contact 
Norberta (Bert) Curran at (302) 228-9735 or Kathy 
Palmer at (717) 566-1481 with any questions. 

CCW Holiday Dinner  

Our CCW invites you and your guests to our annual      
Holiday Dinner! Please join us in the Parish Social Hall on 
Sunday, January 21 at 3:00 pm for a catered buffet from 
Lisa’s   Café. Cost is $30 which includes salad, 3 entrees, 

sides, desserts and beverages. RSVP no later than                     
Sunday, January 14 to oshenanigans@aol.com. 

 

Save the Date!  Souper Bowl Soup Sale:  
The CCW will again be selling soup for Catholic Charities 
on February 10 & 11, after Saturday and Sunday morning 
Masses. If you would like to donate quarts of soup, quart 
containers and lids are available in the Parish Office. 
Please email karencwilley@gmail.com with the number 
of quarts you can donate.  Many thanks from the Homes 
for Healing! 

MI NI S TRY NE WS  

Building a Culture of Life 
“Whatever you do for your family, your children, 

your husband, your wife, you do for God. All we do, 
our prayers, our work, our suffering, is for Jesus.” 

      

                                                             Mother Teresa 

Road to Kindness 
Wow – 2024 is here!  A new year! We want to start off by 
saying… Thank you for participating in our Advent 
Kindness program and for sharing your Kindness!  
As we look to 2024, how can we continue to elevate our 
Kindness Program! Here are some ideas that we shared in 
the past to kick-off the year. This year, we have added a 
few new ones.   
 

• Start Each Day with a Kind Intention – put Kindness 
on your To Do List and as you think about the many 
tasks you need to do each day, have a kind act as one of 
them! 

• Plan Ahead – there are several wonderful days where 
Kindness is the main theme. We have a big event in 
February – Random Acts of Kindness week (Feb. 14 – 
20). Start thinking about what you can do in preparation 
to make this week in February an important part of your 
routine! 

• Perform Random Acts of Kindness – imagine the 
ripple effect from a small act of kindness! 

• Smile – we have shared in many articles the importance 
of a SMILE! A simple smile can be the “lift” that 
someone needs to have a wonderful day. Smile and 
smile often!  

• Express Compassion on Social Media – this is really 
important - if you are angry stay away from writing it 
on a social media site. Take a deep breath! Did you 
know that your positive comments and social media 
interactions can counteract cyber-bullying? Stay as 
positive as you can and offer words of kindness, caring 
and appreciation.  

• Become a Volunteer – You can make a difference by 
participating as a volunteer in a nonprofit event or by 
donating food and other necessities. 

• Spend Time with Those in Need – There are so many 
neighbors, elderly people that do not have anyone to 
talk to or help them.  Offering your time can help more 
than you know!  

• Give Someone a Compliment and Really Mean it! 
• Stay Positive and Bring out the Positive – When you 

feel good about yourself, you can share that feeling 
with others. Being positive or creating a positive 
situation is a choice – take the opportunity to look at 
the bright side of people and situations!  

Let’s continue our mission of making a difference in our 
parish and community by following God’s Way – “The 
Road to Kindness” in 2024! May God bless you and 
inspire you to share your Kindness with those that need it 
most! 

Catholic War Veterans will meet in the  Parish 
Library on Tuesday, January 9 at 5:30 pm. All 
Veterans are welcome to attend and learn more 
about our organization. Any questions, contact 
Robert DeSousa at cptjag@yahoo.com or 
Linda Lehman at kb3rcy@gmail.com. 

 

                                       Save the Date!                              
The Knights of Columbus are hosting the Parish Lenten 
Fish Frys on: Friday, February 23, March 8 & 22  
from 4:30–7:00 pm in the Parish Social Hall. More details 
to follow. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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EMHC- Training Sessions 

 HAPPENINGS & EVENTS

We wish to thank  
the sponsor of the week for advertising in our 

parish bulletin: 

Four S Stitching 

SAVE THE DATE  
HDCCW 98th ANNUAL CONVENTION 
 The Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 
would like to invite all women of the Diocese to hold the 
date for the 98th Annual Convention.  Our theme this year 
is “Be Still & Listen”. The convention will take place     
Saturday, April 6, 2024, with registration and continental 
breakfast beginning at 8:00 at the Diocesan Center,       
Harrisburg.  Annie McHugh will be our keynote      
speaker.  Please watch for additional details. 

HDCCW Pro-Life Baby Shower 
Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic     
Women invites all women of the Diocese to join 
us for our annual Pro-Life Baby Shower.  The 
baby shower donations will be distributed 
to Women’s Care, York.  Mark your calendar now to enjoy 
an afternoon of fun on Saturday, January 27 from      
1:30 – 3:00 pm at the Diocesan Center, Harrisburg.   
A few items needed are: 
• Infant socks (boy + girl)
• 0–3-month boy + girl onesies (short sleeves or plain

white)
• Baby wipes
• Sz 4, 5 & 6 diapers
• Toddler socks
• 12–24-month clothing for boys and girls
• 24 months + clothing for boys and girls
• Formula: Similac Advance or Similac Pro Advance
• Rattles
• Sz 2 winter coats
Any questions, contact hdccwpr@gmail.com

Women of Grace 
“Experience Grace in Abundance” authored by Johnnette 
Benkovic Williams, will be presented as a book study for 
discussion at St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey. This six 
week study will be held on Saturday mornings from 10:00 
am to 12:00 noon beginning on Saturday, January 20, 
2024. For more information contact Chris Arnold 
at carnold@womenofgrace.com  
or (717) 379-6041 (leave message)  

The first 2024 training session for Eucharistic Ministers 
of  Holy Communion will take place on: 

Saturday, January 13:10:00am at Saint Joseph Parish 
in York 

Friday, February 9: 6:00 pm at Annunciation BVM 
        in McSherrystown 

***Those who are interested in receiving training should 
first discuss this with your pastor before signing up. 

NOTE: Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion must be at 
least in their senior year of high school and be known for a 
good Catholic manner of living and for service to their parish 
and community. 

 To register for this training session, fill out the form 
here: https://hbgdiocese.formstack.com/forms/

extraordinary_minister_training 

NOTE: EMHCs wishing to administer Holy Communion to 
those in a hospital or nursing home setting will need separate 
mandates for the hospital or the parish under which the nursing 
home resides if it is not already your home parish. Before   
acquiring these mandates, you must speak with the hospital 
chaplain or the pastor of the parish overseeing the nursing 
home ministry so they know that you will be serving in their 
area.  

Any questions regarding EMHC training can be sent to 
Vanessa Valovage at vvalovage@hbgdiocese.org 

March of Life Bus Transport 
The annual March for Life event in Washington D.C., is 
planned for Friday, January 19, 2024. The local chapter 
of Pennsylvanians for Human Life is sponsoring a bus to 
transport individuals from the Harrisburg area to the march. 
Cost is $30 per adult; $15 per student. For additional    
details, or to register call Cindy at (717) 443-9636. 
Additionally, bus transportation from St. Margaret Mary 
Church in Harrisburg is available. Please visit: https://
www.hbgdiocese.org/march-for-life-bus-information/ 

The Harrisburg Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women invites girls in grades    
9-12 in the Diocese of Harrisburg to enter
an art contest. The task: design the cover
for the 98th Annual HDCCW Convention
on Saturday, April 6, 2024. The art work

should be an original drawing or painting for a 9 x 12   
folder and based on the Convention theme "Be Still and 
Listen ". The grand prize is $150, second prize is $75 and 
third prize is $50. The deadline to enter is January 15, 
2024. For complete details and Contest Guidelines 
please call Kathy at (717) 352-7354 or 
email hdccwartcontest@gmail.com with questions. 

9 Days for Life-January 16-24 
9 Days for Life is the USCCB’s annual  
novena for the protection of human life. 
Each day’s intention is accompanied by a 
short reflection and suggested actions to build a      
culture of life. Visit: respectlife.org/9-days-signup to 
access the resources and to receive the daily prayers 
via email or text message.  
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We Are A Tithing Parish Following God’s Plan For Giving 

For Online Giving,  
Scan QR code: 

S T E WA R D S H I P  

Weekly Tithing: $TBA 
Weekly Budget: $28,846 
Weekly Heart of the Parish:$TBA  

          Week of December 24, 2023  
Upcoming Second Collection:  
January 14, 2024  
Aid to Catholic Church 

 NEW S  FROM  THE  
 S J A KNI GHT S  

 

Night of Knights Gala 
Save the date  
April 20, 2024   

This is a wonderful opportunity to socialize, dine and bid 
on fantastic auction items to benefit St. Joan of Arc 

School. More details to follow. Call the school with any 
questions and how to donate. 

 

Visit: http://school.stjoanhershey.org  

EMPLOYMENT 
 

WINGS Program: Positions available for 
our after-school program from 3-6:00 pm. 

 Monday through Friday;                  
Flexible Hours 

 Supervise students for snacks, homework 
and play.  

 Great work environment  

Cafeteria Monitor: Wednesdays from 10:30-1:15, 
Paid position or volunteer position                          

The Festival Committee will be meeting on Wednesday, 
January 10 at 6:30 pm in the Parish Office to plan 
our Parish's 50th Annual Festival!  If anyone would 

like to attend, we'd love to have you!  Or, if you cannot 
attend but would like to share some ideas of how we 
can incorporate '50' into the planning, or if you have 
any memories or photos of our first festival, and / or 

what you'd like to see at our 2024 Festival, please                
contact Karen Willey at karencwilley@gmail.com.  

 

Registration for the 2024/25 School Year 
 

Registration for the 2024-25 school year 
will open up on January 22nd. During 

Catholic Schools week, there will be an 
Open House for new and potential students 
on January 31, 2024 from 6-7 pm in the 

auditorium at the Sandhill Campus. 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
Little Drummer Boy 

 

Did you know that the only reason 
we say that there were three wise 
men is that they brought three gifts?  
The Bible never says their number or 
their names.  The gifts tell us about 

the givers.  And these special gifts—gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh—tell us much.   
When one king visited or sent an ambassador to another, 
he would give a gift of gold to show that he acknowledged 
the kingship of the other.  So the first gift of the wise men 
tells us they recognized Jesus as King.  The second gift is a 
type of incense, which was used in Jesus time to worship 
God.  So this gift shows the wise men paying homage to 
Jesus’ divinity.  The gift of myrrh is oil used to anoint the 
dying.  It reminds us of Jesus suffering and death on the 
cross. 
So what gifts do we have for Jesus?  Maybe we can take a 
hint from the wise men.  If we acknowledge Jesus as king, 
maybe a better gift than gold would be to pledge our    
obedience to him.  Each day we can promise to live our 
vocation as best we can, to love those around us, and    
forgive those who hurt us. 
A better way than burning incense to pay homage to Jesus’ 
divinity is to take time to pray throughout the day.  Some 
people are able to attend daily Mass, others spend time in 
adoration before the Eucharist, or even a few minutes of 
their lunch break to say the rosary. 
As for the gift of myrrh, we can give Jesus the crosses we 
bear each day.  When we accept suffering in our lives,  
especially that caused by our sins, we give ourselves to 
Jesus as he gave himself for us on the cross.   
The song “Little Drummer Boy” reminds us that the best 
gift is not necessarily the most expensive.  Instead, it is the 
simple gift that only we can give.  Let Epiphany remind us 
to offer our lives to Jesus each day. 
                                                                                  Tom Schmidt 

Check out The Catholic 
Witness’ Website, and  

Sign up for the Free 
Digital Edition. Visit  

www.catholicwitness.org
 to sign up today!  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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NOW HIRING

SALES
REPRESENTATIVE

Join Our Family ~ Diocesan.com/Careers

PUT  YOUR FAITH 
TO WORK.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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600 E. Main St., Palmyra • 832-9855

10 % OFF WITH THIS AD

lisascafeinplamyrapa.com

Like us on
Facebook

Nearly 200 years on  
2 continents.  Authentic Italian 

sausage for 9 generations.
Large Array of Imported 

Italian Food Items

PuglieseBrothers.com

2241 PAXTON CHURCH ROAD
HARRISBURG, PA 17110 717-727-7191

10% OFF
REGULAR PRICED ITEMS AT 

THE SHOP WITH THIS AD

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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